
May 13, 2019 

Minister Lisa Thompson 

Ontario Ministry of Education 

Dear Minister, 

The Ontario Council for Technology Education (OCTE) is a provincial organization that represents, 

supports and advocates for Technological Education courses, teachers and students at both the 

elementary and secondary levels. We represent approximately 2500 educators who deliver the 

technology portion of the elementary Science and Technology curriculum, and the ten Broad-Based 

Technological Education subjects at the secondary level. 

We have represented Technological Education programs and teachers since 2002 and have worked 

closely with our members to share innovative programming that provides the students in our schools 

with the opportunity to experience hands-on, experiential learning in a meaningful way. 

We support teachers through the development of classroom-ready resources focused on safety and 

effective program delivery. Since 2002, we have partnered with the Ministry of Education and 

developed a broad range of resources for Ontario teachers. It is important to note that enrollment in 

technology programs has remained consistent and increased in many boards, despite declining 

enrollment in schools across Ontario. 

We applaud several of your government’s recent announcements, particularly the renewed focus on 

the Skilled Trades and STEM. However, we feel that when school boards implement the increase in 

the average class sizes, it will negatively impact Technological Education programs. 

We fully appreciate the challenges that face the government in reducing the provincial deficit. We are 

concerned about the class size changes and the requirement for four online courses and the negative 

impact they will have on the hands-on learners that are currently successful in our programs. 

Specifically, safety issues that require caps on class sizes in Technological Education pose 

challenges for school boards in running these courses.  We truly feel that the current proposed class 

size increases will directly result in the decrease of Technological Education course opportunities for 

students in our classrooms.  This is inevitable, despite the desperate need for Ontario students to 

choose careers in the Skilled Trades and Technology based on labour market shortages and the 

subsequent impact on our economy. 

We would appreciate a meeting with you to discuss the issues many boards will face implementing 

increased class sizes with the space and budget limitations to ensure that high quality, safe 

Technological Education programs will continue for Ontario’s elementary and secondary students. 

Yours truly, 

David Lewis 

Chair, Ontario Council for Technology Education (OCTE) 

lewisd@hdsb.ca, 905-639-2974 
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